


OUR FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSEé

ÅòTO PROVIDE A CONGENIAL MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH PERSONS 

HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN THE EVENTS OF THE AMERICAN 

CIVIL WAR MAY BROADEN INDIVIDUAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH 

DISCUSSION, LECTURES, FIELD TRIPS, AND THE EXCHANGE OF 

BOOKS, PAPERS, AND OTHER DATA.ó

. . . from Article II of the Harrisburg CWRT Constitution



òIN THE BEGINNINGéó

A 1959 MEDIA BLITZ . . .



òIN THE BEGINNINGéó



òIN THE BEGINNINGéó



òIN THE BEGINNINGéó



OUR FIRST MEETING 

TOOK PLACE ON       

MAY 24, 1959, IN OUR 

FIRST PRESIDENTõS 

HOME IN HARRISBURG



OUR FIRST PRESIDENT, JOHN 

J. COBAUGH, PRESENTING A 

GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD 

PRESERVATION ASSOCIA-

TION MEDAL TO PRESIDENT 

EISENHOWER IN 1963



OUR SECOND 

PRESIDENT, ROBERT   

D. HOFFSOMMER, 

REVIEWED HISTORY 

BOOKS FOR THE CIVIL 

WAR TIMES, AND CO-

AUTHORED A BOOK  

ON THE HISTORY OF 

HARRISBURG



OUR SECOND 

MEETING PLACE 

WAS THE OLD 

STATE MUSEUM 

NEXT TO THE 

CAPITOL . . .



. . . WHICH ALSO HOUSED ROTHERMELõS 

GIGANTIC PAINTING OF PICKETTõS CHARGE



OUR PAST 

PRESIDENTS 

USED THIS GAVEL 

TO CALL OUR 

MEETINGS TO 

ORDER





OUR FOUNDING FATHERS WERE CLEVER FUNDRAISERS 

AND ARDENT BATTLEFIELD PRESERVATIONISTS.  

APPROXIMATELY 20%OF THE CURRENT GETTYSBURG 

NATIONAL MILITARY PARK WAS PURCHASED THROUGH 

THEIR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS, INCLUDING THE GEORGE 

ROSE FARM, THE TIMBERS FARM, AND THE LADY FARM.



JACK COBAUGH &          

BOB HOFFSOMMER    

(LEFT) WERE CHARTER 

MEMBERS OF THE 

GETTYSBURG 

BATTLEFIELD 

PRESERVATION 

ASSOCIATION (GBPA)

Photo taken in Hollywood actor Cliff Arquetteõs office in Gettysburg, December 3, 1959



THE GEORGE ROSE FARM AS IT APPEARS TODAY



THE HCWRT HAS A RICH TRADITION OF COLLECTING CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS . . . 



REVERENCE FOR AND CARE OF HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS ARE PART OF OUR TRADITION 

Jim & Karl BrommerTodd Bush



THE HCWRT HA$ AL$O CONTRIBUTED TO:

MANYCIVIL WAR . . . . . . PRE$ERVATION. . . . . . PROJECT$
ÅCENTRAL VIRGINIABATTLEFIELD TRUST

ÅWILLOW GROVE CEMETERY MEMORIAL 

FUND

ÅBRANDY STATION FOUNDATION

ÅCAMP CURTINHISTORICAL SOCIETY & 

CWRT

ÅJOHNSON ISLAND PROJECT, SANDUSKY, 

OHIO

ÅCIVIL WAR PRESERVATION TRUST ð

HATCHERõS RUN, PETERSBURG

ÅCIVIL WAR PRESERVATION TRUST ð

SPOTSYLVANIA MULE SHOE

ÅCIVIL WAR PRESERVATION TRUST ð

HARPERS FERRY, SCHOOLHOUSE RIDGE

ÅCIVIL WAR PRESERVATION TRUST ð

BRANDY STATION, FLEETWOOD HILL

ÅANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD WEST 

WOODS RESTORATION PROJECT

ÅSEMINARY RIDGE HISTORICAL 

FOUNDATION

ÅPRESERVATION OF LEEõS HEADQUARTERS 
AT GETTYSBURG, NORTH ANNA, ANTIETAM, 

& BURKITTSVILLE

ÅFALLING WATERS HISTORICAL ASSN.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$S



AND ERECTED STATE HISTORICAL MARKERS 
IN NEW CUMBERLAND AND SPORTING HILL:





OUR FIRST HCWRT 

NEWSLETTER WAS     

ON THE SHORT SIDE.   

MORE DETAILED 

VERSIONS FOLLOWED 

OVER THE YEARS . . .



1968



1972



1974



1989



2019



A 1976 MEDIA BLITZ . . .


